We first observed the phenomenon of small colony variants (SCVs) in a Staphylococcus 23 pseudintermedius ST71 strain, isolated from a non-pet-owner. Although small-sized 24 colonies shared main features with Staphylococcus aureus SCVs, they nevertheless 25 showed a novel, particular, sticky, phenotype. Expression of the latter was extremely 26 stable, even after subcultivation. 
57
To our knowledge, SCVs have never been reported in SP and their first observation in 58 this species is described below. 
